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Fov Hilly Call:

National Domestic Vialence Hotline
I-800-79%-SAFE {7233)
I-800-787-3224 {TY1)

Interprecers are available in many languages.
Calls cost noching, Call anytime.

Folice-il
Call the police if you think you or your
children are i danger. IF the police ask about
FOUT IMMIEration stacus or where you were
born. you do nor have to answer.

Medicai Emergency- it
The emer gency room m any public hospital
MusE give you ermer gency medical care, even
if you are undocurnented or do not have
fmsurance.

For help locating an immigration lawsyer,
call the'MNational lmmigration Project of the
Macional Lawyer's Guild (647} 227-9727 »2

Your Local Legal Services Agency:

Multi-Echnic Dromestic
Violence Project

{440} 534-8800

A program of The Wiamens Law Cenzer of Maryland. lnc,
and che #aryland Stare Oepartment of Human Resources

This brochure developed by:
Ayuda, Inc.
1736 Columbia Road M
Wyashingron, & 20003
{203 387-0434

This brochure has been adagred from nuacerials
produced by WASE Cachalhic Chanicies (Dhocese of
ireen Bay, WL West Wiginia Coahion Against
Daomestic Violence. and Peace A4 Home fre. Copes of
this brochure may be made with credic accribuged to
Apud. Inc. [42,/99

RIGHTS AND OPTIONS
FOR BATTERED
IMMIGRANT, MIGRANT,
AND REFUGEE WOMEN
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Regardfess of immigration status. you have
the right to be safe in your cwn home and
to  leave anyone who s physically,
emactionally. or sexually abusive to you.
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» Hit. punch. sap. or kick you. your children,
or your perst

* Threaten to hurt or kil you?

* Make you feel like a prisoner in your own
home?

*Make fun of you and inselc you in privace or
in front of orthers?

- Make you have sex when you da not wanr
ra?

* Threaten to report you to the INS and
have you deporred?

* Threacen to take your children aweay?

= Control where you go and who ¥ou €an
see. talk to. or wrire to?

-Control your access (o monzy. take Four
money away from you. or make you say
how you spend every [renny? .

' Stop you from getting 3 job or learning
English?

- Refuse to fite rmmigration papers for ¥ou
or threaten to withdraw chese papers?

- Withhold or destroy your passport and
ocher personal documents?

If you answered “yes™ to any of these
QUESEIONS. you may be a victim of Domestic
Violence.

L i Nott Your Fault

Tou are not alone. There are places you
can go and things chart you can do to protect
yourself.

MYTH: Domestic Violence only occurs in
American famifies.

FACT: Victence occurs in families of BVErYy
culcure. nationality. religion, class. race, and

-socioeconomic background. Believing mvths

about  domestc  violence prevents
immigrant women from accessing the help
they need.

MYTH: lmmigrant  women experience
domestic violence differently cthan American
WOmE,

FACT: Beng afrad. injured, humiliated. or
feeling contralled are human emorions,
Everyone experiences the effects of violence
the same way. regardless of culture.

MYTH: Women are responsible for the
violence against them:.

FACT: Viclence 15 a fearned behawvior that
abusers use to resolve conflices, Your are not
responsible for  yowr  abusers  violenr
behavior and do not deserve to be rreated
ehis way. Aithough an AFEUment may rigger
¥Ou abuser's anger. whar he does wirh his
anger is his responsitaficy,

MYTH: Viclence is caused by alcohol or drug
abuse.

FACT: There is a bigh rate of atcohelfdrug
abuse among men who batter. However,
there is no refationship becween the pwo
problems. Many men who hatter do not
drink heavily and many substance abusers do
not beat their wives. Barrerers Iy use
alcohol or drug abuse as an excuse for ther
violence instead of Laking responsibrlicy for
their behpwaor.
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MYTH: Battering only occurs in low-income
families.

FACT: Domestic violence affeces women of
all classes. citures. races. ages, and occupa-
rigns. Middle class women, howewer, may
have more resources avaifable 1o them and
may therefore be less likely to seek help
from shelters and other public services.

MY TH: Bactering is a family macter.

FACT: Domestic wiolence is a crime
regardless of the relationship between
people.  You deserve the same proteceion
and help that any victim of assault. battery.
or rape would receive.

MYTH. it is easy for battered women to
leave their abusers.

FACT: Leaving one's abuser 15 very difficutt.
Warnen may realistically fear that they will
be killed ar sewverely tnjured by cheir
barterer if they leave. They may not be able
[C suppart chemselves. They may want Lo
keep the family together. They may be
afraid of bemng ostracized from  their
community, and there may not be culturally
sensitive  domestic wviolence resources
where chey five, Al of these factors make it
difficult for battered wosnen to feave their
abusers.

You have the seght G
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A protection grder is @ document issued
by the coure that can protect your and you
children from future abuse by your spouse,
partner, or family member.

Protection orders can forbid vour abuser

fror hurting you, assaulting you, coming
near you. your house, or your childeen. or
having any contact with you, your children.
ar octher family members. You can have your
abuser removed from your home and ask
that he recurn any personal belongings of
yours or those that you jeintly own that he
may hive taken away.

Through a protecrion order you can also
obtain child suppert and have legal custody
of your children while the order is in effect.

You do not have to leave your abuser to
obtain a protection order. if you choose o
contimue living together, you can chrain an
order that reguires youwr abuser o not
assawle. Farass. or threacen you and to par-
licipate in a certffiec barzerer's treatment
program.

In your protection order. you van also
request  that  you  abuser  twrn ower
documenrs ang infermatian that you may
need T wire your YVAWA self-petition
immigration case and get vour green card
wIThout your abuser's cooparancn.

You have the right to get a Protection
Order even if you are undocumented. You
GO NOE hitve Lo answer qUestions about your
imrmigraticn status for the police to enforce
your order.

Dometlor V 3&&% Lhelton.

A shelter is a safe secree home where you
and your children can stay when you leave an
abusive refacicnship. Shelters provide food.
free housing. counseling. and can help you

get legal advice. You can find a sheiter by
calling your local domestic violence program
o the Mational Domestic Violence Hotline-
(800) 799-SAFE. Shelter services are FREE
You do not have ro pay money to get these
services.

All domestic violence shelters are required
to assist you. even if you are undocumented.
Because  shetters  provide  emergency
SErvICes [o protect your safety, they cannot
discrimenare against you becasse of your
COUREry of origin. your imenigracion status,
your ethnic background. or your linguage
abificy.
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If you are a baceered smmigranc abused by
your WS Citizen or Jawful permanent
resident spouse. you may qualify for public
benefics. Speak to someone ar your local
domestic vialence program to find ot if you
quakly. I your children are US. Citizens or
Fredul permanent residencs. you may apply
for benefits on their behall and cannoe be
required £o disclose youwr  mmigration
SEALUS..

I you are asked about your immigration
status when you apply for benefits for your
qualified children, you showd answer 1 am
ROL seeking benefits for myseif.”
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If you do not understand what your
imrigratesn status s call an immigration
atcorney. Your local domestic viodence
irogram can help you fing an immigrarion
aLLarney.

IF YOU ARE-

tarried eo a US Citzen or 3 Lawiul
Permarners President {LPR) and

- Living 4n the United Stares. ang

*Physically. emoticnally. or sexuzlly abused
by your husband.

you may be able o get a “green card’
(permanent residence}without your abuser™s
help or knowtedge through the Viclence
Against MWornen Act {VAVYA).

I your husbang has never filed for your
‘green card” or he has filed but will nor
connue to hefp you get your “green card.”
you may be able to apply for 2 VAVWA SELF-
PETITICMN

if you have a condincnal "green card” and
are waltmg for your second ingerview. you
may quehfy for a BATTERED SPOUSE
WAIVER.

I you are already in deporeatcn
proceedngs. you may be able ca appiy for
CANCELLATION OF REMOVAL

If you are undocumenced and planning to
ger @ divorce. concact an immigration
attorney before filing your divorce
papers. A divorce may prevent you from
actaining legal immigrarion scacus.

DO NOT contact the Immigration and
Maturalization Service {INS] without
consulting with an immigration attorney first!



